
~ President’s Post ~ 

It was during this same week last year 
that we celebrated NAIDOC Week. 
The National NAIDOC Committee has 
now allocated 8-15 November for the 
2020 event and the Shire will be work-
ing with the Narrogin NAIDOC Work-
ing Group to ensure a suitable and 
fitting celebration of “Always Was 
Always Will Be” will be celebrated in 
the warmer part of the year. 

Buy Local! Buy Local! Buy Local! 
Anywhere you look, television, radio 
and social media, this message is hit-
ting hard and strong. Our local com-
munities and their ability to be sustain-
able has not been tested more so than 
in 2020. 

Firstly, with the bushfires in the East-
ern States, where we were all encour-
aged to ‘go holiday’- in order to help 
revive those unfortunate fire-struck 
towns. And now, owing to COVID-19, 
we are all learning how important it is 
to source your goods and services from 
your own back yard if you wish to 
continue to live in a sustainable and 
vibrant community, as we do here in 
Narrogin. 

I am pleased to report that the current 
Narrogin Dollars programme is track-
ing well. If you are a Narrogin resident 
or ratepayer on the electoral roll, and 
have yet to collect and spend your $50 
of vouchers - please do so soon - as the 
last day you can spend the money is 
strictly 31 August. I wish to stress that 
this project is primarily about putting 
the monies into the affected businesses 
- and the ‘multiplier effect’ that, in 
doing so, it creates.  

Many people have asked me ‘if I don’t 
spend them, will I be saving the Shire 
money’ and my response is ‘it is more 
important that you spend them than not 
spend them’. The Council has worked 
hard to bring this project into fruition 
because of their strong belief that  
assisting in stimulating the local econ-
omy will do a lot towards saving small 
business in Narrogin.  

The initiative is funded by looking at 
the Shire’s operations and using the 
savings in expenditure, and increasing 
revenue generated throughout the year. 
This has given Council the opportunity 
to assist our Narrogin-based businesses 
at a time of great need.  

Under the COVID Relief strategy, the 
Narrogin Chamber of Commerce has 
successfully signed up approximately 
20 new members. These qualifying 
members receive full membership 
access with their Shire-funded free 
20/21 membership, which includes the 
ability to have Chamber Narrogin Dol-
lars redeemed at their businesses, at-
tend functions at which to reap the 
benefits of B2B networking and also 
access to industrial relations and other 
information that is available to mem-
bers via the Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry WA, plus much more. 

Leigh Ballard ~ Shire President. 

~ Council Decisions ~ 

Council decisions made at the meeting 
held on 23 June include: 

 

AFGRI Agricultural Dealership 
After close of public submissions, 
Council considered and approved the 
Application for Planning Consent 
made by AFGRI for the premises at 
Lot 21 Graham Road for a new Agri-
cultural Machinery Dealership and 
Service Centre in Narrogin. 

Scheme Amendment 
Council adopted the proposed Town 
Planning Scheme amendment for the 
purpose of advertising for public com-
ment, to rezone Lots 20 and 21  
Graham Road from ‘Rural’ to ‘General 
Industry’, in order to accommodate an 
Agricultural Machinery Dealership and 
Service Centre. 

Fire Control Officers 
The appointment of Bush Fire Control 
Officers was approved, and Pip Porter 
was appointed Chief Bush Fire Control 
Officer. The complete list is available 
on the Shire Website.  

New Fees and Charges 
Council adopted new fees in relation to 
the use of the respite rooms at Jessie 
House. 

Contestable Energy Supplier 
The contestable energy supply two-
year contract was awarded to Kleen-
heat for the supply of electricity to the 
Narrogin Regional Leisure Centre, 
Shire administration building and  
caravan park . 

The full minutes can be found on the 
Shire’s website with public copies 
available at the Library and Shire 
Administration. Council Meetings 
commence at 7pm and are held on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month. Com-
munity members are most welcome to 
attend (social distancing will be ad-
hered to). Entrance to the Council 
Chambers is via the door near the 
William Kennedy Way carpark. 

~ Shire Notices ~ 

Roadworks & Projects 
Winter maintenance on the Shire’s 
rural gravel road network, inclusive of 
grading and drainage, is ongoing 
whilst there is good moisture from 
recent rainfall. 

The Narrogin Regional Leisure Centre, 
will soon be lit up with some coloured 
up-lights presently being installed 
beneath the newly transplanted mature 
palms.  

Winter planting of replacement plants 
in the gardens around Town is occur-
ring now, and over the next months, 
while winter rains and conditions are 
with us. Residents within the town 
sites of Narrogin and Highbury are 
reminded that you may request a street 
tree be planted at the front of your 
property where a tree is missing - 
please see the Shire’s website for de-
tails on to how to apply. 

Pedestrians may have noticed that the 
Railway Pedestrian Bridge has had 
some refurbishment carried out, in-
cluding repainting and fencing of the 
hand rails, and replacement of timber 
foot slats that have worn. 

Entrance to Shire Office  
The improved Shire administration 
office is now open for business. The 
renovations to our reception area are 

now complete. 

With additional space in the front foy-
er and customer service area, it will 
make waiting in line a much more 
comfortable experience, and the new 
dual-action sliding doors now creates a 
wind block on those chilly winter days. 

The new desk is modernised, and now 
offers an accessible counter.  

Protective screens have also been fitted 
to ensure we all stay as safe as possible 
in these still uncertain times. 

~ Homecare Highlights ~ 

The renovation is almost done and its 
time to enjoy the space!  

After months of planning, organising 
and finally setting up, our lovely new 
Jessie House renovation is almost 
done. Narrogin Regional Homecare 
can now offer respite services. The 
furniture has arrived and the beds have 
been made ready for our first guests. 

Homecare social groups, run from 
Jessie House, are open again and 
Homecare clients are more than happy 
to be back for their daily programs.  

With the days getting longer, it’s time 
to spend some time in the garden and 
getting that all important men’s shed 
and the raised vegetable gardens in-
stalled. By springtime the new plants 

will be settled in and the gardens will 
be looking magnificent. 

For anyone considering using 
Homecare’s overnight respite centre, 
please call our customer service staff 
on 9890 0700 to arrange a tour of the 
facility. This service will be offered 
from Monday 3August and bookings 
can now be made. 

~ Important Dates ~ 

14 July ~ Rate Relief Applications 
Applications close from business own-
ers and operators who can demonstrate 
a negative impact on their business by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. See the 
Shire Website or phone Carolyn 
Thompson for a application form. 
 
15 July ~ Landcare Fund 

Round 1 of the biannual Community 
Chest Fund Landcare Project Fund 
opens 15 July, and closes 31 August 
2020. More information can be found 
on the Shire’s website, or by phoning 
Loriann Bell. 
 
15 July ~ Pitch & Plate 
Come and enjoy an evening of innova-
tive proposals at the very inspirational 
Pitch & Plate at the Narrogin Recep-
tion Centre. Contact Arts Narrogin for 
more information. 

 
 

89 Earl Street, (PO Box 1145)
Narrogin WA 6312 
enquiries@narrogin.wa.gov.au 
Tel: (08) 9890 0900 
www.narrogin.wa.gov.au 

Like and Follow the Shire of Narrogin to keep  
up to date with the latest news. 
https://www.facebook.com/shireofnarrogin/ 

August 2018 

Relax in the Library 

From Days Gone By - Were you at the Narrogin Speed Classic in 1990?  
Car 92 was driven by Clyde Prosser which was a 1959 Jaguar. The car behind, 
Car 29, which was driven by Mike Ratcliffe, was a 1960 Austin Healey Sprite. 

OUT ‘n’ ABOUT 

August 2018 July 2020 

~ Library News ~ 

Did you know your Library has an extensive local history collection, made 
up of photos and documents starting from the late 1800’s? Much of this 
material was collected by Maurie White who left the community a fantastic 
collection. A period of time that is not well documented in the collection is 
the more recent years, including from 1980 to the current day - this is  
because most of us (mature residents) think - that’s not history, that was 
only a few years ago! Well guess what? It is history (smiley face emoji) and 
there is a lot of ephemeral information out there for this period that we’d 
love to get into our local Narrogin collection - please don’t throw it away. 

If anyone has photos or information from this recent period in Narrogin and 
the surrounding districts, could they please contact the Library. We were 
recently assisting a researcher with information specifically about Narrogin 
for the period 1990-2000 and it became apparent our collection is lacking 
for these years. 

The Library is keen to collect information to document what Narrogin was 
like during this period. What did people do for work, entertainment, sport, 
recreation, education, health. We happily accept supporting ephemeral rec-
ords which includes magazines, newspapers, maps, invitations to events, 
documentation, letters, photos, maps, newsletters, flyers, programmes, post-
ers, advertising and signs to fill this void in Narrogin’s documented history. 

OUT ‘n’ ABOUT 

If you have visited the Shire 
office recently you will know 
that the entrance has been  
upgraded to keep out the 
chilly winter winds. 

Upgraded Entrance  

New Holiday Units 
at the Caravan Park 

The Narrogin Caravan Park now 
has three new self contained 
holiday units. Visitors are  
already booking them. Pictured 
is Shire President Leigh Ballard, 
Executive Manager Frank  
Ludovico and Park Managers, 
Rick & Elaine Searle. 

Kynan and Chris refurbishing 
the new railway bridge. 

Railway Bridge  
Improvements 

Elizabeth and Lachlan enjoying 
‘Story Time’ at the Library. Check 
out the school holiday activities on 
the Shire Website. 

School Holidays at the 
Library 
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