
Remembrance Day 

Good morning Honoured Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls. My name is Anna 

Corner and along with Riona Schmid, I am representing Narrogin Primary School.  

 

To us, Remembrance Day is about commemorating those who went to war, those who 

came back and those who sadly didn’t. They fought for us, for our freedom and our future. 

Some lost their lives and all of them made sacrifices.  

 

One of the sacrifices which was endured by our brave servicemen and women was being 

held in captivity as prisoners of war. The conditions many of them were held in were 

appalling, no sanitation, little food and limited medical care. Many, such as those used by 

the Japanese to build the Burma-Thai Railway faced unrelenting heat and long work days 

with little rest. They struggled through rugged and steep terrain, forced to use hand tools to 

build a 420-kilometre-long railway. Of the 13,000 Australians who worked on the railway, at 

least 2815 died. 

 

We are very lucky that as students we have not experienced war, although some of our 

Australian refugees have had that terrible experience. Coming to ANZAC Day and 

Remembrance Day services, reminds us how lucky we are and will hopefully assist us in 

making sure that we never have to experience these terrible times again. 

 

I would like to conclude by reading a poem by John Mole which expresses the way we, as 

students’ view this very important day. 

 

For the sake of men we never knew 
We trooped into the hall 
Where their names in golden letters 
Were written on the wall. 
 
Somebody sounded a bugle 
And ghosts seemed everywhere 
Until the last note softly fell 
On the suddenly empty air. 
 
Then the world filled up with living 
In its own accustomed way.  
With the usual busy traffic 
Of the usual busy day 
 
But what I most remember 
And know that I always will 
Is how we stood utterly silent 
And absolutely still. 
 

Thank-you 


