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Farmers defend wind project

2 SIMON CHAMBERLAIN

TO ROB Blomfield, a 60-year
veteran of the Rural Fire Ser-
vice, the proposed Winter-
bourne Wind project isn't a
hazard, it's a shield.

Nestled against a nation-
al park he describes as a
"nightmare waiting to hap-
pen,” Mr Blomfield argues
that the project’s network of
heavy-duty access roads and
cleared ridges will provide
the very firebreaks the region
desperately needs.

It is a pragmatic view of a
project that aims to power
hundreds of thousands of
homes while injecting mil-
lions into a community that
is "dying off”.

He and his wife Katrina
Blomfield believe spreading
120 wind wrbine towers over
23,000 hectares is the perfect
fit for the region.

The Winterbourne Wind
project is situated on the

edge of a national park, with
existing transmission lines
ready to take power from the
proposed wind farm to the
people who need it.

The project can generate
enough electricity to power
360,000 homes.

The landholders have also
negotiated with the Danish
parent company, Vestas, for
a five per cent annual contri-
bution to a community fund
to be administered by Wal-
cha Council. This includes $1
million in the first year and
more than $750,000 a year
for the life of the project.

Mr and Mrs Blomfield
were part of a group of farm-
ers in the Winterbourne
district in the early 2000s
who initiated negotiations
with Vestas.

They confess they are be-
mused by local opposition
to the project, which will, at
peak construction, employ
about 400 workers and pour
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Rob and Katrina Blomfield want the Winterbourne Wind
Farm on their land. Picture by Simon Chamberlain

much-needed income back
into Walcha's waning busi-
ness community.,

"It joins onto a national
park, and it's spread over
23,000ha ... it's just the per-
fect area in New England,
probably one of the most iso-
lated areas in New England,
to have a wind farm,” Mr
Blomfield said.

Mr Blomfield rejected
claims the turbines posed a
fire risk, arguing the access
roads acted as firebreaks.

"After the bushfires, [the
national park] is absolutely
destroyed,” he said.

"It is just a nightmare wait-
ing to happen ... we're really
happy about the wind farm
because it'll put good roads

around plac& along the
high points.”

Regarding the footprint of
the infrastructure, Mr Blom-
field said it would have little
impact on grazing.

"Each tower we work out
at the most takes up about
2ha, that's with the roads,"
he said. "Over 23,000ha ... it's
about 1 per cent of the land,
which has no effect at all up-
on our productivity.”

The turbines proposed are
large, standing 150 metres
to the hub with blades more
than 80m long.

"They're big, but the bigger
they are, the more efficient
they are,” Mr Blomfield said.

Mrs Blomfield said the
decision to host turbines was
about financial sustainability
and the environment.

"It is a drought mitigation
measure for us and com-
modity downturn mitigation

to even out our income,”
she said.

The couple had talked
about the project for 20
yvears, but opposition had
only "popped up” recently.

"I still don't know why
the leading group of five or
six people here are against
bringing development to
a small town,”~ Mr Blom-
field said.

"Idon't mind if someone is
against a wind farm ... as long
as they're respectful to the
people bringing growth and
opportunity to the town.”

He said the town's pop-
ulation had declined from
3600 to 3100 over the past 40
vears, but with construction
expected to bring hundreds
of workers to the region, the
economic flow-on could re-
vitalise Walcha.

"If we can have 150 of
those |[workers| in Walcha
buying food, going to the
pub, going to the club, that's
the El Dorado for the com-
munity,” Mr Blomfield said.

Payouts helping sell neighbours on turbines

NEIGHBOUR  agreements
will be among the key strate-
gies for the successful spread
of wind farms in regional
parts of NSW, according to a
dual-purpose Merino grazier
at Crookwell.

Dimity Taylor lives with
her husband Hugh Klem
and their three children next
to the Gullen Range Wind
Farm near Crookwell and
has lived within 2 kilometres
of its wind turbines for about
12 years.

While Ms Tayvlor does not
receive any financial assis-
tance from Gullen Range,
she said the proposed wind
farm on the other side of
Crookwell was offering

neighbourly payments of

about $60,000 a year.

"Which is really
game-changing money,”
she said.

"You can make such differ-

ent plans and have different
aspirations with that kind
of guaranteed income, es-
pecially when you know it's
guaranteed for decades.”

Apart from the neigh-
bour agreements providing
smallholders with income
support, the renewable en-
ergy generators are giving
the district the potential for
drought-proof income, Ms
Taylor said.

Ms Taylor, who runs about
1500 dual-purpose Merinos
on 240 hectares, said the
fixed payments from hosting
turbines offered a source
of income that was entirely
independent of rainfall or
commodity prices, provid-
ing financial stability during
drought periods.

The infrastructure also
provides improved property
access, as the developers
install internal access tracks

Dimity Taylor's Crookwell farm neighbours wind turbines
in the Gullen Range Wind Farm. Picture supplied

for maintenance, which can
be used by the landholder to
enhance stock management
and create firebreaks for
bushfire safety.

She said there was anec-
dotal evidence that the live-
stock quickly adapted to the
turbines and panels, and the

sheep and cattle continued
to graze right up to the base
of the wurbines, meaning the
land remained productive.

Living within 1200 metres
of a turbine has no ill effects,
Ms Taylor said.

"Very occasionally, we
hear some noise. | don't find

it an annoying noise at all,”
she said. "To me, it actually
kind of sounds like vou're
listening to the ocean.”

Another issue - which is
seemingly resolving itself - is
the impact of the wind farms
on property values.

"I am not aware of a single
property that's being sold
or planned to be sold that's
been impacted price-wise by
being next to a wind farm,"
she said.

"I'm aware of six or eight
properties that have sold
houses well and truly within
the two-kilometre limit, the
two-kilometre radius of the
wind farm, and they are sell-
ing for the same unbelieva-
ble increases in land prices
as every other property
around the area.

"It hasn't impacted our in-
surance premiums at all, and
I'm not aware of it having im-

pacted anybody's insurance
premiums that live anywhere
near the wind farm.

She said the positives of
living on or near a wind farm
generally fell into three main
categories: financial and
economic, community, and
practical and agricultural.

For property owners who
host turbines, substations, or
other infrastructure, the pri-
mary benefit was significant
lease income, which helps to
diversify the farm's finances.

The construction and
ongoing operation of wind
farms also create temporary
and permanent jobs, with
that large, temporary work-
force boosting local spend-
ing. And increased council
rates or levies from the pro-
ject can then be chanelled
into community projects and
infrastructure upgrades.
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